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All these activities needed time and were not, at first, very
fruitful in results. But here, too, Rome displayed her cus-
tomary stubbornness ; and victory began slowly but steadily
to smile upon her. In 212 B. c. the consul Marcellus took
Syracuse after a long and arduous siege, in which the Roman
army had to cope with the most recent discoveries of Greek
genius; for the defence was directed by Archimedes, the
greatest mathematician and engineer of antiquity. When
the city was taken, Archimedes was killed by a Roman
soldier. A year later the Carthaginians were expelled from
Campania, and Capua was recovered by the Romans. Success
followed failure in Spain also, when the youthful genius of
Publius Cornelius Scipio was raised to the command of the
Spanish army. Under these conditions it became clear to
Hannibal that nothing could save the situation but new and
decisive victories. But his force was insufficient for the
purpose. Carthage, expecting every moment a Roman inva-
sion from Sicily, could not help him; Spain alone was left.
He summoned thence in haste his brother Hasdrubal with
the larger part of the army in Spain. Hasdrubal succeeded
in reaching Italy but failed to effect a junction with his
brother : he was met at the Metaurus by a Roman army and
utterly defeated in a decisive battle (207 B. c.).

This defeat settled the result of the campaign. The
military genius of Hannibal was such that the Romans were
never able to beat him in Italy. All they could do was to
push him by degrees farther and farther to the south. But
his growing weakness made it possible for Rome to transfer
the war to Africa by sending an expedition against Carthage ;
and thus Hannibal was forced to sail away from Italy with his
army to the defence of his country. The war in Africa, in
which Scipio was the Roman general, began in 204 B. c. and
ended after a series of operations with the battle of Zama two
years later; and Hannibal was there defeated for the first
time. Masinissa, a Numidian king who had made an alliance
with the Romans, gave them valuable assistance in this cam-
paign. Peace was concluded in 201 B. c. Carthage was
forced to pay a large sum of money, to destroy all her ships
of war, and to accept a limitation of her independence in
foreign relations. The prestige which she had hitherto enjoyed
in the West was thus swept away. Her commercial supremacy
was at an end, and she became only one of a number of exist-